Literary Devices Used in Speak
Alliteration:

Definition: Repetition of the same letter sounds. [Assonance — repetition of

vowel sounds; Consonance — repetition of consonant sounds.] Draws attention

to the words.

Your own example:
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Allusion:

Definition: An implied or direct reference to an already existing “text” — book, piece

of art, music, etc.

Your own example:

John Steinbeck’s Of Mice and Men takes its title from the poem “To a Mouse”.

Phoebus’ lodging. Such a wagoner / As Phaeton would ...” (I1l.ii.1-3). A Raisin in the Sun
“30 pieces of silver, and not a coin less” — bible.

Examples from Speak (pg #s):
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Allusion:

Definition: An implied or direct reference to an already existing “text” — book, piece

of art, music, etc.

Your own example:

John Steinbeck’s Of Mice and Men takes its title from the poem “To a Mouse”.

Phoebus’ lodging. Such a wagoner / As Phaeton would ...” (I1l.ii.1-3). A Raisin in the Sun
“30 pieces of silver, and not a coin less” — bible.

Examples from Speak (pg #s):
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Figurative Language:

Definition:Language used to create vivid images for readers that communicate

more than literal meaning [Ex: metaphors, similes, images ...]

Your own example:

The billowi ns ift into f ling ai

Examples from Speak (pg #s):
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Imagery:

Definition: The formation of mental images through the use of the five senses

to create visuals with words.

Y our own example:

The npvpr-pnding seas qpannpd as far as the eye could see

Examples from Speak (pg #s):

“A block of ice freezes actic
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Imagery:

Definition: The formation of mental images through the use of the five senses

to create visuals with words.

Y our own example:

The npvpr-pnding seas qpannpd as far as the eye could see

Examples from Speak (pg #s):
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the opposite, of the literal meaning. Situational — The strangeness in a situation

g} what you mean.
our own example:

SI: The fire d | fire Yl 2 | | |

“nice job”. DI: A victim goes into a basement where we know the Kkiller is waiting.

DL E he sixth line of the ol | hat R | Iuliet will d
Examples from Speak (pg #s):

” 11 H ”
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Metaphor:

Definition: A figure of speech that makes a comparison between two unlike things

LR 1]

in which one thing becomes another thing without the use of “like” “as” “than” or

“resembles”.

Your own example:

“A sea of troubles” “All the world’s a qtagp”

Examples from Speak (pg #s):

C C CAN N ALY \.J CJ \J CJ

and crumbles into a thousand grains of beach sand” (120).
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Personification:

Definition: Giving human qualities to an animal or inanimate object.

Your own example:

The fog creptin [/ The cave yawned open _/ The crowd swallowed her

Examples from Speak (pg #s):

7 (13 H H 7 (13

P L 17 . H ) ke
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Personification:

Definition: Giving human qualities to an animal or inanimate object.

Your own example:

The fog creptin [/ The cave yawned open _/ The crowd swallowed her

Examples from Speak (pg #s):

nwiggling " (177) - ’rhnugh’r slams into my head ” (1Q1)
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Pun:

Definition: A play on words that sound similar but have different meanings.

Your own example:
In Romeo & Juliet: “The heads of the maids, or their maidenheads?” “Draw thy

taol My naked weapon is out’ “You | \Ancing sl th nimble sal

| have a sole of lead”

Examples from Speak (pg #s):

“‘Oh, if you put it in a slice of pumpkin pie, it could be a desserted island” (64).
Jeans-came-from Effert's” (147).




Literary Devices Used in Speak Slide 1

Simile:

” (13

Definition: Compares two unlike things using the words “like”, “as”, “than” or

Resembles.

Your own example:

We were as quiet as a mouse. /He was as coolasacucumber.

Examples from Speak (pg #s):
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Simile:

7 (13

Definition: Compares two unlike things using the words “like”, “as”, “than” or

Resembles.

Your own example:

We were as quiet as a mouse. /He was as coolasacucumber.

Examples from Speak (pg #s):

7 (13 . 7
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Symbol:

Definition; Something that represents itself and an idea bigger than it.

Your own example:

Flies: Fire = hope / power / destruction.

Examples from Speak (pg #s):




Literary Devices Used in Speak

Voice / Tone:

Definition:The style or manner of expression the author uses in speaking or

writing to convey their meaning — the author’s attitude.

Your own example:

(13 7

“nice outfit” when you mean it and when you do not

Examples from Speak (pg #s):

‘May vour .Jell-o always wiggle’?” (171)
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Structure:

Examples from Speak (pg #s):
The book is divided into four “Marking Periods” of the school year. Small chapters

(13 M

me hurts me and gets up and zips his jeans and smiles” (135).
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Others:

Examples from Speak (pg #s):
Onomatopoeia: “Tree: “Hush rustle chitachita shhhh...” (167) “Brrrrr-rrrrowww”

(187) ¢ _ \WHAMMO! — g ’rhnugh’r slams into my head” (1Q?)

to fl with bar wire than t mit lik meone in middl hool” (1

T . ”

!Alo[d Ela!l' “A ten_pound t”[ke!! iCEbE[g A 1IIIC|§e;!bEEg” (58)

Analogy: “Art follows lunch, like dream follows nightmare” (9).

Contrast: “The bruises are vivid, but they will fade” (198).




Voice / Tone / Word Choice: EXTRAS
4 Melinda’s perceptive sarcasm

28-9 Cynicsim: “The same boys who got detention in elementary school for beating the crap out of people are now
rewarded for it.”

29 Cyniscim: “The closest we come to worship is the Trinity of Visa, MasterCard, and American Express”

29 “Jennie, Jen, Jenna, Ashley, Aubrey, Amber, Colleen, Kaitlin, Marcie, Donner, Blitzen, and Raven.”

29 “Our cheerleaders are much better at scoring than the football team 1s.”

30 “If I ever form my own clan, we’ll be the Anti-Cheerleaders. We will not sit in the bleachers. We will wander
underneath them and commit mild acts of mayhem”

41 “We are the Merryweather Tigers. Roar.”

42 “This 1s how terrorists get started, this kind of harmless fun.”

49 “I know I’m shocked”

49 “I think Overbearing Eurocentric Patriarchs would be perfect, but I don’t suggest it”

52 “Just in case we forget that
“weareheretogetagoodfoundationsowecangotocollegeliveuptoourpotentialgetagoodjoblivehappilyeverafterandgotoDis
neyWorld”

58 “Kodak logic”

75 Ms. Connors speaks all in one breath — no punctuation

78 “Principal Principal stormed in yesterday, smelling pleasure. His mustache moved up and down, a radar sweep for
all things unruly. An unseen hand turned off the radio as he crossed the threshold, and bags of potato chips vanished,
leaving the faint scent of salt to mix with vermilion oil paint and wet clay.”

86 “Grades, blah, blah, blah, Attitude, blah, blah, blah, Help around the house, blah, blah, blah, Not a kid anymore,
blah, blah, blah.”

98 Melinda again likens money and shopping to God and religion

104 “The cafeteria is a giant sound stage where they film daily segments of Teenage Humiliation Rituals.”

107 “Conjugate This: I cut class, you cut class, he, she, it cuts class. We cut class, they cut class. We all cut class. I
cannot say this in Spanish, because I did not go to Spanish today. Gracias a dios. Hasta luego.’”

108 “It 1s easier to floss with barbed wire than admit you like someone in middle school”

112 “college-degree posture”

112 descrpition of the doctors talking

117 “It 1s supposed to bore us into submission or prepare us for an insane asylum.”




EXTRAS

Figurative Language / Symbols:

28 “A block of ice freezes our section of the bleachers”

39 “My head explodes with the noise of the fire trucks leaving the station”
59 “A simmering argument, a few bubbles splashing on the stove”

76 “Brendan reaches up a skinny octopus tentacle and casually drops the ball through the hoop. Our boys are unbeatable
as long as they are the only team on the floor.”

104 “I am a small ant crouched by the entrance, with the winter wind at my back.”

107 “They swallow her whole and she never looks back at me. Not once.”

108 “We are all dressed in down jackets and vests, so we collide and roll like bumper cars at the state fair.”

109 “Nothing hurts except the small smiles and blushes that flash across the room like tiny sparrows.”

121 “but most of the time the [roadkill] rot until their skin hangs like ribbons over their bones.”

125 “I stumble from thornbush to thornbush — my mother and father who hate each other, Rachel who hates me, a school
that gags on me like I’'m a hairball.”

150 “Andy Beast swoops over their heads, folds his wings, and sets himself between the girls”




